In the Outer Court

too definitely; for the lives are effects, and these
lives are not measured always by mortal births and
mortal deaths ; they are stages of progress perhaps,
more often than human lives, but still they are
sometimes measured between cradle and gravey
although not necessarily. And these are said to be
passed, life after life, without break ; passing from
one to another, passing onwards constantly without
break in self-consciousness. And then beyond that
first is another Portal, another Initiation; and as
these lives are lived, certain last weaknesses of
human nature are east off one by one, east off for
ever, cast off completely; no longer now the in-
complete labours of the Outer Court, no longer now
the unfinished efforts, the unaccomplished endeav-
ours. Here each work that is undertaken is per-
fectly achieved, each task that is begun is perfectly
finished, and we see that in each of these stages
certain definite fetters, as they are called, are east
aside, certain definite weaknesses for ever gotten
rid of, as the disciple advances onwards to perfec-
tion, onwards to the full manifestation of the Divine-
in man.

Of the second Initiation it is said that he who-
passes it, shall receive birth but once more. Only
once more must he necessarily return, ere his com-
pulsory rounds of births and deaths are over* Many
times he may return to voluntary reincarnation^
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